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The humanitarian context of Palestine, characterized by a protracted protection crisis, is unique in
today’s scenario. There is a continuous need for protection measures for at least 1.9 million Palestinians
experiencing, or at risk of, conflict and violence, displacement and denial of access to livelihood.

Since its establishment in 1996, the Humanitarian Programme of the Italian Agency for Development
Cooperation in Jerusalem reflects Italy’s significant role in the humanitarian aid scenario in Palestine,
with an overall budget of more than 50 million euro. The interventions of the Italian cooperation
in Palestine aim at alleviating suffering and upholding human dignity, and are the result of a joint
work with the most prominent humanitarian actors, particularly UN OCHA, DG ECHO, other donor
countries and Civil Society Organizations (CSOs).

ltaly’s humanitarian response targets the needs of the most vulnerable communities living in Area C
of the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip, providing protective presence and mitigating
the risk of displacement. Through the delivery of essential services such as water, healthcare and
education, ltaly supports vulnerable households to better cope with the prolonged nature of the
humanitarian crisis and the recurrent cycle of shocks.

Special thanks go to Italian CSOs, whose work on the ground for the benefit of the Palestinian
population has consistently achieved important results.

Fabio Sokolowicz
Consul General of Italy in Jerusalem
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The purpose of this publication is to describe through drawings the activities carried out within humanitarian
projects funded by the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation (AICS) Jerusalem in 2017-2016.

With the support of AICS, Italian Civil Society Organizations have implemented 10 projects in Area C of the
West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip. Such projects focus on priority sectors such as access to health,
water, education and psychosocial support. Through the precious work of CSOs, we operate to improve the
living conditions of beneficiary communities through a participatory approach and listening to the voices of the
most vulnerable to identify their most urgent needs, in respect of their fundamental rights.

Oxfam ltalia, set up two interventions to ensure access to safe water establishing connections to the water
supply network at domestic level and providing water tanks to Bedouin communities living in East Jerusalem.
In the Gaza Strip a desalination plant was built to allow more than 10,000 people to access clean drinking water.

Vento di Terra combined its expertise in education with sustainable architecture. Through the project funded
by AICS, Al Jabal school, located on the outskirts of East Jerusalem, has been rehabilitated with an innovative
technique that requires the use of metal cages filled with stones, materials which are available on site and with
low environmental impact.

In Shwfat refugee camp, the only UNRWA camp within Jerusalem Municipality, Overseas and EducAid
intervened jointly in two different sectors: the rehabilitation of the sewerage network in one of the camp’s
neighborhoods, securing certain areas which are a potential vessel for diseases and infections due to ongoing
overflows, and the enhancement of educational and psychosocial support services for children, focusing on
accessibility and inclusion of children with disabilities.

The project implemented by Cesvi and DISVI combined health and access to safe water. The intervention,
carried out in favor of Bedouin communities living in semi-deserted areas in the South Hebron hills, granted
access to primary health care services through mobile clinics and increased the availability of clean water
providing tanks and domestic filtering systems.

COSPE and CRIC intervention in Nabi Samuel, a small village of about 250 people, located in the outskirts of
Jerusalem, had a twofold value: the improvement of housing conditions allowed the residents to remain in the
village, consequently mitigating the risk of forcible transfer.

In Hebron H2 Area and in the Jordan Valley, GVC and EducAid provided access to water for 7 communities, along
with the strengthening of inclusive education paths in schools. Furthermore, through the Community Protection
Approach methodology, community mechanisms to respond to human rights violations have been enhanced.

In the Gaza Strip, Overseas and CISS worked on the construction of a well that supplies water to 400 families,
while involving some 500 children and their caregivers through recreational and psychosocial activities.

GVC and EducAid worked together with the aim of enhancing inclusive education tools and methodologies as
well as improving preparedness by adapting school facilities to temporary collective shelters. Such result was
achieved through the supply of desalination plants, photovoltaic systems and the restructuring of sanitation
facilities.

COSPE and EducAid combined two themes of utmost interest for AICS: gender-based violence and disability.
The two CSOs involved more than 10 womenss organizations and 10 disabled peopless organizations in the
Gaza Strip in several trainings and peer to peer activities.

Hoping that Gail Gosschalkss work will be appreciated, we leave room for illustrations to guide the reader to
discover the different projects.

Cristina Natoli
Director of the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation — Jerusalem
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This illustration A journey through the AICS Humanitarian Programme in Palestine has been funded by the Italian Agency
for Development Cooperation within Humanitarian Programs AID 10735 and AID 10736, and Visibility and Technical Assistance

Project AID 10838.

The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflects the views or policies of the

Italian Agency for Development Cooperation and the Consulate General of Italy in Jerusalem.

The Italian Agency for Development Cooperation and the Consulate General of Italy in Jerusalem are not responsible for any

inaccurate or libelous information, or for the erroneous use of information.
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